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Hallfield  Lane, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Wether  by. 

August,  1962. 


Tadcaster  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  you  will  see  when  you  study  the  detailed  figures  included 
in  this  report  the  vital  statistics  for  1961  are  almost  identical 
with  those  for  1960  except  the  Stillbirth  rate  which  is  reduced 
and  the  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  which  is  increased. 

Similarly  the  statistical  indices  for  your  area  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  other  Districts  in  the  West  Riding 
and  with  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed,  especially  by  Private 
enterprise,  and  the  progress  made  in  the  installation  of  expensive 
sewage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  were  noteworthy  activities 
in  the  Council’s  District. 

From  the  social  point  of  view  the  extension  of  the  Wardens’ 
scheme  to  housing  estates  in  Scholes  and  Swillington,  and  the 
provision  of  plans  for  community  centres  for  old  people  in 
Micklefield  and  Great  Preston  deserve  comment. 

One  source  of  anxiety  has  been  the  difficulty  of  recruiting 
a  full  staff  of  Home  Nurse/Midwives  to  serve  the  Tadcaster 
District. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  nominated  me  to 
attend  the  Senior  Officer’s  Course  in  Civil  Defence  at  Sunning- 
dale.  It  was  a  mixed  experience  in  the  sense  that  the  creature 
comforts  could  not  have  been  improved  but  the  intellectual  food 
could  perhaps  not  have  been  more  unattractive.  There  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  opportunity  to  use  the  knowledge  gained 
at  this  course  since  one’s  return. 


Throughout  the  year  one  has  enjoyed  the  usual  ready 
co-operation  of  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  members  of  the 
Council  and  fellow  Officers  on  the  Council’s  staff.  For  all  this 
consideration  one  is  grateful.  To  the  staff  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  I  am  sure  it  would  be  your  wish  that  I  should 
express  thanks  here  for  their  devoted  service  during  yet  another 
year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  I.  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  .  72,987 

Population,  1951  Census  .  26,951 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  Mid-1961  ...  27,360 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  8,971 

Rateable  Value,  31-3-62 .  £320,154 

Product  of  Id.  Rate,  31-3-62  .  £1,269 

District  Council  General  Rate,  1961/62  ...  . .  4/- 

County  Council  General  Rate,  1961/62  13/6 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  .  224  ...  200  ...  424 

Illegitimate  .  9  ...  6  ...  15 


Totals  .  233  ...  206  ...  439 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  .  16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  3.4  per  cent,  of  total 
births. 

Stillbirths,  7.  Rate  per  thousand  total  births  .  15.7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: — 

All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  (10)  .  22.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live 

births  (10)  23.6 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

thousand  total  live  births  (9)  .  20.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

thousand  total  live  births  (9)  .  20.5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  thousand  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

(16)  35.9 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth 

was  .  Nil 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes,  272. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  thousand  population .  9.9 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  ...  11.3 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  4.5 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  2 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


Aggregate  England 

West  West  &  Wales 
Tadcaster  Biding  Riding  (Provi- 
Kural  Rural  Admin.  sional 
District  Districts  Counity  figures) 


BIRTH  RATE 

(Per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion)  . 

16.0 

18.5 

17.2 

17.4 

DEATH  RATES 

(All  per  1,000  estimated 
population) 

All  Causes  . 

9.9 

10.3 

12.1 

12.0 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis.  excl. 
Tub.  but  incl.  Syphilis 
and  other  V.D . 

0.04 

0.05 

0.05 

# 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . . 

0.04 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

— 

— 

0.01 

Cancer  . 

1.64 

1.71 

1.98 

2.16 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  . 

1.50 

1.49 

1.84 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory . 

3.95 

3.75 

4.50 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1.06 

1.35 

1.64 

• 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  mothers  in 
childbirth  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths) 

Nil 

0.23 

0.27 

0.33 

Infant  Mortality  . 

22.8 

25.7 

24.6 

21.4 

*  Figures  not  available. 
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COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

FROM  1947  TO  DATE 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 

Registrar-General’s  Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  in  the 

District  during  1961 


Number 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

1 

— 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis  (Other)  . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles . 

— 

— 

Ri 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach) . 

1 

3 

4 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Lung  Bronchus)  ... 

8 

4 

12 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast)  . 

— 

7 

7 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Uterus)  . 

— 

3 

3 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

9 

7 

16 

15.  Leukaemia  (Aleukiaemia)  . 

2 

1 

3 

16.  Diabetes  . 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

20 

21 

41 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

37 

20 

57 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

4 

5 

9 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  . 

17 

11 

28 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

9 

5 

14 

22.  Influenza  . 

5 

— 

5 

23.  Pneumonia . 

7 

5 

12 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

4 

6 

10 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach)  and  Duodenum  . 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  . 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill -defined  Diseases  ... 

15 

11 

26 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

4 

2 

6 

34.  All  Other  Accidents . 

3 

5 

8 

35.  Suicide . 

— 

1 

1 

Total  ... 


150  122  272 


From  the  Registrar-General’s  list  of  causes  of  death  in  the 
District  during  1961  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  frequent  causes 
of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  so  registered  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  death  rates  per  thousand,  population  were — 

1.  Heart  and 

Circulatory  108  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  3.95 

2.  Cancer  .  45  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.64 

3.  Intra  Cranial 

Vascular  Lesions1  41  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.50 

4.  Pneumonia  .  12  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.44 

5.  Bronchitis  .  10  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.36 
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The  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  in  1961  were  12  com¬ 
pared  with  9  in  the  previous  year  and  the  deaths  from  coronary 
heart  disease  totalled  57  compared  with  47.  These  increases 
justify  our  recent  efforts  to  publicise  the  dangers  of  cigarette 
smoking.  To  bring  home  to  the  vulnerable  part  of  the  population 
the  inadvisability  of  cigarette  smoking,  arrangements  were  made 
to  display  the  film  “  Time  Pulls  The  Trigger  ”  in  each  senior 
school  and  in  as  many  Youth  Clubs  and  other  places  as  we  were 
invited  to  do  so.  The  impact  of  this  film  on  older  school  children 
seems  to  be  appreciable,  especially  in  so  far  as  the  children  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  enter  into  discussions  with  their  own 
parents  and  other  adults  with  whom  they  came  into  contact 
afterwards.  This  film  is  still  available  and  we  are  prepared  to 
arrange  for  a  Medical  Officer  to  comment  on  it  to  any  Group 
who  cares  to  invite  us  to  display  it. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

The  continued  erection  of  new  houses  in  the  District  shows 
no  sign  of  diminution  and  Mr.  Witheford  gives  details  in  his 
part  of  the  report,  being  very  conscious  that  very  few  occupants 
of  substandard  houses  in  the  township  of  Tadoasiter  have  yet 
been  rehoused  since  the  slum  clearance  drive  which  started  in 
1954.  It  does  not  make  pleasing  reading  to  compare  the  number 
of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  with  the  relationship  to 
the  small  number  erected  by  the  Council.  One  has  to  content 
oneself  with  the  knowledge  that  drawing  board  work  for  pro¬ 
viding  replacement  houses  for  Tadcaster  did  proceed  during 
1961  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  of  the  rehousing  will  have  been 
completed  before  the  next  Annual  Report  is  written. 

In  the  field  of  sewage  and  sewage  disposal  much  progress 
was  made  and  I  am  indebted  to  my  Colleague,  Mr.  Arthur 
Wellings,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for-  his  summary 
of  the  work  carried  out  during  1961. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  comments 

“  As  stated  in  the  Report  for  the  Year  1960,  the  severe 
difficulties  continued  to  arise  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  Bishop- 
thorpe  sewerage  scheme,  delaying  the  work  so  much  that 
completion  will  not  be  made  in  the  current  year. 

“  The  Barwick  and  Scholes  sewerage  scheme  was  substan¬ 
tially  completed  in  the  cur-rent  year  although,  through  the 
unfortunate  liquidation  of  the  contractors,  small  items  will 
continue  until  1962. 

“  Progress  on  the  Tadcaster  scheme  continued  to  be  good 
but  completion  is  not  expected  until  1962. 
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"  Work  ou  new  schemes  continues.  A  small  scheme  is  being 
prepared  for  Healaugh ;  a  small  scheme  is  being  prepared  for 
Acaster  Malbis  and  'the  Council’s  consultants  have  been 
instructed  to  prepare  and  submit  details  for  the  Boliton  Percy, 
Appleton  Roebuck  and  Ulleskelf  schemes,  into  which  have  been 
incorporated  the  village  of  Colton.  A  variation  of  the  scheme  is 
■the  Council’s  decision  to  abandon  a  separate  works  at  Bolton 
Percy  and  to  pump  sewage  into  the  Tadcaster  works  for  treat¬ 
ment.  This  scheme  should  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  3962. 

“  The  Council’s  consultants  were  also  instructed  to  prepare 
the  Saxton,  Barkston  and  Church  Fenton  scheme. 

“  With  regard  to  water  supply,  the  eastern  area  of  the 
District  supplied  by  the  York  Water  Works  continues  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Council.” 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Municipal  Swimming  Bath  in  the  Tadcaster  District. 

The  Council  have  given  consideration  to  the  improvement 
of  Caravan  Sites  in  the  area  and  subject  to  co-operation  with 
the  owners  of  such  sites  one  anticipates  a  substantial  general 
all  round  improvement  in  the  near  future. 

Similarly  the  Council  took  steps  to  ensure  that  private 
slaughterhouses  should  be  brought  up  to  modern  standards, 
and  here  one  could  pay  tribute  to  the  interest  shown  by  indivi¬ 
dual  owners  in  carrying  out  the  Council’s  requirements. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious 

Diseases 

were  notified 

during  the  year  : — 

Cases  sent  to 

Disease 

Total 

Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

23 

5 

Whooping  Cough . 

29 

1 

Measles . 

32U 

2  _ 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

12 

2  12 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

- —  — 

Dysentery  .  ... 

100  * 

—  — 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

—  — 

The  figure  given  for  the  incidence  of  Measles  represents  the 
course  of  the  usual  biennial  visitation  of  this  disease.  The  100 
cases  of  Dysentery  were  almost  entirely  of  the  Sonne  type  and 
the  infection  emanated  from  the  part  of  the  District  where 
Private  Doctors  in  attendance  were  assiduous  in  obtaining 
laboratory  investigation  of  the  patients  who  were  ill. 
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During  the  year  a  case  of  Leptospira  icterohaemorrhagica 
or  Weils  Disease  occurred  in  a  resident  in  Tadcaster  whose 
spare  time  occupation  takes  him  frequently  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Wharfe.  Investigation  of  the  rat  population  revealed 
evidence  of  active  disease  and  so  was  followed  by  widespread 
activity  against  the  rodents.  This  matter  was  followed  up  some 
months  later  to  try  to  find  out  whether  the  rat  population  had 
reappeared  and  whether  the  rats  still  showed  signs  of  infection, 
lit  is  interesting  to  know,  and  a  tribute  to  the  staff  who  carried 
out  the  destruction,  that  only  one  rat  was  trapped  over  a  period 
of  nearly  three  weeks  and  fortunately  this  rat  showed  no 
evidence  at  all  of  infection  with  the  oft'ending  Spirochaete. 

This  investigation  involved  making  an  appeal  to  the  general 
public  to  avoid  the  river  banks  and  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
of  commendation  for  the  way  in  which  the  large  majority  of 
people  responded  to  my  request.  To  the  one  or  two  people  who 
decided  to  regard  my  approach  as  a  case  of  perturbation  I  would 
say  that  perhaps  my  action  would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  if 
they  appreciated  the  extent  to  which  this  organism  can  become 
dangerous  to  human  life. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  figures  show  the  state  of  the  register  at 

31.12.61 : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 

47  27  8  5  87 


Analysis  of  new  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year  — 


Age 

0-1  . 

1-5  . 

5-15  . 

15-25  . 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

1 

— - 

—  — 

^9 

—  —  _ 

25-35  . 

2 

2 

—  — 

— 

1  —  — 

35-45  . 

— 

— 

1  — 

— - 

-  - 

45-55  . 

55-65  . 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

—  1 

-  -  - 

-L 
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PART  II.  REPORT  OF  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


The  scheme  of  divisional  health  administration  continued 
unaltered  in  the  Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  Rural  Districts  during 
1961.  This  scheme  involving  a  partnership  between  the  County 
Council  and  the  two  Rural  District  Councils  provides  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural  Districts  undertaking 
responsibility  for  day  by  day  administration  of  the  County 
Councils  health  functions  for  the  same  area. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer,  and  his  staff,  are  inserted  in  the  District  Councils 
Annual  Report  to  provide  a  full  picture  of  the  environmental 
services  available  here. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Ante-Natal  Care 

Facilities  for  the  care  of  Expectant  Mothers  are  available, 
from  Private  Practitioners  at  Out-Patient  Departments  of 
Maternity  Hospital  Units  in  Harrogate,  York,  Wakefield,  Castle- 
ford  and  Leeds,  and  also  at  the  Local  Authority’s  Clinics 
referred  to  in  the  table  to  be  found  in  this  Report. 

As  more  Private  Practitioners  have  made  arrangements  to 
undertake  ante-natal  work,  in  many  cases  separately  from  their 
normal  surgery  sessions,  more  and  more  mothers  have  chosen 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  method  of  receiving  ante-natal  care. 
This  has  resulted  in  a  substantial  drop  in  the  number  of  mothers 
attending  the  local  authority’s  clinics. 

The  Divisional  Health  Office  continues  to  be  mainly 
responsible  for  acting  as  adjudicator  in  deciding  which  mothers 
should  be  booked  for  Hospital  confinement  on  social  grounds. 
The  Private  Practitioner  undertakes  completely  the  reference 
of  patients  for  Hospital  bookings  on  medical  or  obstetrical 
grounds. 

Much  of  the  care  of  Expectant  Mothers  is  undertaken  by 
the  Domiciliary  Midwives  working  in  the  area.  It  is  worthy  of 
comment  that  the  Midwives  here  successfully  undertake  joint 
home  nursing  duties  too. 

We  have  had  several  changes  among  Home  Nurse/Midwives 
during  1961.  Mrs.  Taylor  accompanied  her  husband  to  new 
professional  duties  in  Hull.  Mrs.  Curry  on  re-marriage  dis¬ 
continued  professional  work ;  Miss  Stennett  found  it  necessary 
to  remove  to  another  part  of  the  West  Riding,  and  Mrs.  Patter¬ 
son  accompanied  her  husband  to  another  part  of  (he  country. 
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We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  recruit  Mrs.  Hodson, 
who  is  now  working  in  the  Swillington  area,  having  replaced 
Miss  Jackson  on  her  transfer  to  Bramham. 

T'he  following  figures  give  the  statistical  details  of  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  during  1961  :• — - 


Number  of  deliveries  attended  by  Midwives  in  the  area  during 
the  year — Domiciliary  Cases 


Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  Doctor  not 
present  at  present  at 
delivery  delivery 


Doctor  booked 

Doctor  Doctor  not 
present  at  present  at 
delivery  delivery 


Totals 


Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  ...  1 

Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 
Midwives  employed 
in  Nursing  Homes)  — 


26  79  222  828 


1  —  1 


Total  ...  1  26  80  222  329 


Number  of  eases  delivered  in  Institutions  but  attended  by 
domiciliary  Midwives  on  discharge  from  Institutions 
before  the  fifth  day  .  40 

After  the  fifth  day  before  the  tenth  day .  54 

Breast  Feeding 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was 
wholly  breast  fed  at  the  fourteenth  day  (56%)  .  185 

Statutory  Notices  received  from  Midwives 


Total 


1. 

Death  of  Child . 

.  1 

2. 

Stillbirths . 

1 

3. 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  . 

.  5 

4. 

Medical  Aids  issued  because  of  complications 
in/during : — 

arising 

(a)  Pregnancy  . 

.  12 

(b)  Labour  . 

.  11 

(c)  Lying  in . 

.  4 

(d)  The  Child  . 

.  1 

Once  again  an  increased  number  of  mothers 

availed  them 

selves  of  facilities  for  receiving  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia.  282 
mothers  were  concerned  and  represents  86%  of  mothers  having 
babies  at  home.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Pethidine  was 
used  on  201  occasions. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

11  Nurses  were  employed  in  the  Division  during  the  year 
and  the  following  statistics  serve  as  a  summary  of  the  work 


they  carried  out : — 

(1)  Medical  . 

Number  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

564 

Number  of  visits 
paid  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the  year 

12,806 

(2)  Surgical . 

217 

3,379 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  . 

1 

8 

(4)  Tuberculosis . 

9 

255 

(5)  Maternal  Complications 

16 

80 

Totals  . . . 

807 

16,528 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
were  aged  65  or  over  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during 
the  year  . 

448 

12,053 

Children  included  in  above  who 
were  under  5  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit  during 
the  year  . 

18 

139 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
have  had  more  than  24  visits 
during  the  year . 

188 

7,833 

No  less  than  4,026  visits  included  in  the  16.52S  total  shown 
above  were  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections  prescribed  by 
Practitioners. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  reduced  staff  has  under¬ 
taken  practically  the  same  amount  of  work  in  1961  as  the 
greater  number  of  Nurses  carried  out  in  the  previous  year. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  births  from 


this  area  which  took  place  in  Hospitals  outside  the  area  during 
the  year : — 


York  Maternity 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Hospitals 

Harrogate  General 

59 

86 

93 

98 

76 

74 

95 

97 

Hospital 

116 

129 

126 

155 

162 

151 

168 

125 

Wakefield  Hospitals 

49 

42 

32 

21 

14 

14 

26 

27 

Gastleford  . 

— 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Leeds  Hospitals  . 

67 

79 

102 

97 

105 

97 

116 

136 

Qtley  General  Hospital 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

St.  Winifred’s,  Ilkley  ... 

Other  Hospitals  . 

— 

5 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5 

3 

Private  Nursing  Homes 

94 

79 

84 

41 

46 

18 

23 

33 

Home  Confinements  . . . 

281 

303 

317 

333 

318 

348 

320 

336 

The  practice  of  discharging 

patients  within 

the 

first 

few 

17 


days  after  confinement  from  Harrogate  General  Hospital  con¬ 
tinues.  It  has  been  possible  to  bring  about  some  closer  liaison 
in  choosing  which  patients  should  so  be  discharged,  but  one 
cannot  pretend  that  one  is  entirely  happy  at  the  thought  of  a 
woman  being  sent  home  as  quickly  as  sometimes  happens. 

Health  Visiting 

Three  of  the  Health  Visitors  left  the  staff  of  the  Division. 
Miss  Crowther  went  to  work  in  the  Skipton  area ;  Mrs.  Kane  to 
undertake  a  most  interesting  post  in  Tasmania ;  and  Mrs. 
Randall  returned  to  her  former  authority  in  the  City  of  Leeds. 

We  were  glad  to  welcome  back  to  the  staff  Miss  Webb,  who 
formerly  was  a  Home  Nurse/Midwife  in  Division  No.  9,  and  we 
were  also  glad  to  have  the  services  of  Mrs.  Storey,  who  joined 
us  after  completing  a  County  Council  Health  Visiting  Student¬ 
ship. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  reads  as 
follows : — 


Number 

of 

children 

under 

S  years 

Children 

Children 

of  age 

Expectant 

Childi  en  under 

age  1 

age  2 

Tuber. 

visited 

Mothers 

1  year  of  age 

and 

but 

culous 

during 

First  Total 

First 

Total 

under 

under 

House¬ 

Other 

year 

Visit  Visits 

Visit 

Visits 

2  years 

5  years 

hold 

Cases 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(S) 

(91 

1,948 

215  428 

743 

4,050 

2,128 

2,732 

231 

5,430 

The  scheme  whereby 

Health 

Visitors  investigate 

each 

new 

baby  for  the 

presence  of 

Phenylketonuria  continued 

throughout  1961,  and  resulted  in  the  urine  of  736  babies  being 
tested.  Fortunately  no  abnormality  was  found. 

The  Health  Visitors  being  primarily  responsible  for  Health 
Education  in  the  area  entered  fully  into  a  presentation  of  a  film 
on  “  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  ”  to  all  Senior  Schools  in  the 
area.  It  was  felt  that  the  impact  of  this  film  made  this  effort 
well  worthwhile,  and  we  continued  to  make  it  available  on  request 
to  any  organisation  which  was  interested  in  having  a  showing. 

Clinic  Facilities 

The  Clinic  Facilities  throughout  the  area  remained  the 
same,  although  plans  were  being  made  ait  the  end  of  the  year  to 
provide  a  Clinic  Service  on  a  new  housing  estate  in  the  Alwood- 
ley  area. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Clinics  showed 
that  1,025  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  attended  on  7.830 
occasions  and  that  26  Expectant  Mothers  attended  on  46  occa¬ 
sions.  2  mothers  attended  for  post-natal  examinations.  The 
Relaxation  Classes  in  Micklefield,  Sherburn-in-Elmet,  Swilling- 
ton,  Tadcaster,  Wetherby,  Scholes  and  Boston  Spa,  were 
attended  on  352  occasions.  The  Mobile  Clinic  calls  at  11  differ¬ 
ent  places  during  the  three  days  per  fortnight  it  is  in  our  area, 
and  in  1961  2,314  attendances  were  made  for  Infant  Welfare 
purposes  and  19  attendances  by  6  Expectant  Mothers. 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


There  has  been  a  continuing  decline  in  the  sale  of  Welfare 
Foods.  This  is  perhaps  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  cost  of  Dried  Milk  supplied  under  the  scheme  is  very  nearly 
that  of  proprietary  brands.  The  total  sales  of  each  article 
named  is  as  follows : — 

5,200  Tins  of  National  Dried  Milk. 

10,413  Bottles  of  Orange  Juice. 

1,747  Bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

1,220  Packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets. 

CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER  AND  HER  CHIU) 

The  Registrar  General  credited  the  Divisional  area  with  27 
illegitimate  births  in  1061.  Despite  the  fact  we  tried  very  hard 
to  administer  the  West  Riding  Scheme  for  the  benefit  of 
unmarried  mothers  in  the  area,  only  10  of  these  cases  are  known 
to  us. 

Details  of  these  10  cases  as  reported  in  our  annual  return 
to  the  County  Council  are  as  follows : — 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
during  the  year: — 

West 

Riding 

Cases 

Non- 

County 

Cases 

Total 

(a)  Referred  by  Moral  Welfare  Organi¬ 
sations  . 

2 

Nil 

2 

(b)  Ascertained  through  own  staff  (mid¬ 
wives),  etc . 

8 

— 

8 

Totals  ... 

10 

— 

10 

Ages 

(a)  Under  15  . 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  15-19  . 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  20-24  . 

2 

— 

2 

(d)  25-29  . 

3 

— 

3 

(e)  30-39  . 

3 

— 

3 

(f)  40  and  over  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

10 

— 

10 

Disposal 

(i)  Marriage  . 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Baby  died  . 

1 

— 

1 

(iii)  Baby  adopted  . 

2 

— 

2 

(iv)  Mother  keeping  baby . 

6 

— 

6 

(v)  Grandparents  to  take  baby  home  ... 

1 

— 

1 

10  —  10 


Totals  ... 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


The  arrangements  for  periodic  routine  school  medical 
inspection  continue  as  previously  reported  in  that  every  child 
between  the  age  of  5  and  15  is  examined  on  four  occasions 
during  its  school  life.  Any  abnormality  found  at  one  of  these 
inspections  results  in  other  treatment  being  sought  or  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  abnormality  at  succeeding  visits  to  the  School  until 
other  treatment  becomes  necessary  or  recovery  takes  place. 

With  the  development  of  the  public  conscience  in  mothers 
relating  to  Mental  Health  we  find  ourselves  consulted  on 
psychiatric  matters  relating  to  children  more  and  more.  One 
would  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  assistance  of  the  Consultant 
Psychiatrists  in  Harrogate  and  Pontefract  who  serve  the  needs 
of  our  Division. 

Routine  School  Medical  Inspection  can  cause  some  disrup¬ 
tion  of  School  Life.  On  our  part  we  try  to  keep  the  amount  of 
disturbance  to  the  minimum,  and  this  policy  perhaps  contributes 
to  the  good  relationships  which  exist  between  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Schools  and  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment. 

In  particular  one  would  comment  on  the  welcome  which 
the  School  Nurses  receive  from  the  staff  of  the  Schools  on  the 
numerous  occasions  on  which  they  visit  the  Schools  otherwise 
than  on  routine  inspection  days. 

In  1961,  2,107  routine  examinations  and  664  defect  examina¬ 
tions  were  carried  out.  161  children  were  found  to  have  183 
defects  requiring  treatment,  and  885  defects  were  found  and 
were  recommended  for  continued  observation.  Only  6  children 
representing  0.27%  of  all  children  examined  were  assessed  as 
being  below  average  nutrition. 

The  School  Nurses  carried  out  11,244  examinations  for 
cleanliness  purposes.  140  children  only  showed  signs  of  infes- 
ration  with  lice.  This  figure  represents  a  percentage  of  1.2,  a 
figure  which  is,  in  general,  creditable  to  the  mothers  of  children 
who  attend  Schools  here.  If  (the  mothers  of  persistently  dirty 
children  would  exert  themselves  to  the  same  extent  the  general 
run  of  mothers  do,  it  could  become  my  proud  privilege  to  report 
a  school  population  entirely  free  from  signs  of  infestation. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  continue  to  be  held  in  Swillington, 
Tadcaster  and  Wetherby,  256  cases  were  dealt  with  there. 
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The  School  Dental  Department  have  provided  the  following 


statistics  for  work  in  this  Division  during  1961 : — 

Number  of  children  inspected  .  4,903 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  ...  2,876 

Number  of  children  offered  treatment  .  2,378 

Number  of  children  treated .  1,479 

Number  of  attendances .  2,798 

Number  of  extractions : 

Temporary  teeth  .  1,064 

Permanent  teeth  .  118 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics .  76 

Number  of  fillings : 

Temporary  teeth  .  349 

Permanent  teeth  .  531 


The  following  brief  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Consultants  in  the  Special  Clinics  here  is  inserted  more  for 
comparison  with  previous  years  than  as  an  expression  of  the 
value  of  these  Clinics  to  the  children  who  attend  them. 

It  is  not  invidious  to  refer  particularly  to  the  Cardiac 
Clinic  at  Harrogate  General  Hospital.  This  Clinic  dealt  with 
24  children  from  this  area.  The  increased  number  referred 
there  being  probably  related  to  one  of  my  colleagues  specially 
interested  in  this  field  of  professional  work. 

Eye  Clinic 

Dr.  Wittels  continued  to  visit  the  two  Clinics  in  Tadeaster 
and  Wetherby  throughout  the  year  and  saw  429  children. 
Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  213  cases  and  were  obtained  for 
119  children. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 

Mr.  Charles  Smith,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  from 
York,  visited  the  Tadeaster  Clinic  each  month  and  saw  44 
children.  21  cases  were  referred  for  operation. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Five  sessions  were  held  by  the  Registrar  from  Marguerite 
Hepton  Hospital,  58  children  attended.  44  Treatment  Sessions 
were  held,  at  which  13  children  made  101  attendances. 

Paediatric  Clinic 

We  still  have  the  benefit  of  monthly  visits  to  Tadeaster  by 
Dr.  Prosser,  the  Children’s  Physician  from  Harrogate.  Dr. 
Prosser  attended  on  12  occasions,  when  he  saw  28  children  at 
49  attendances. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

Mrs.  Benstead  continued  to  hold  regular  sessions  in  Weth¬ 
erby,  Tadeaster  and  Swillington.  62  children  received  treat¬ 
ment  for  varying  speech  defects  at  225  sessions. 
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Physically  Handicapped  Children 

This  being  a  widely  scattered  Rural  Area  it  is  usually 
necessary  for  handicapped  children  needing  special  school  facili¬ 
ties  to  have  to  go  to  Boarding  Schools  to  receive  the  special 
educational  treatment  recommended.  The  following  types  of 
cases  were  away  from  home  for  such  reasons  at  the  end  of  the 


year : — 

Type  of  School  Number 

Educationally  Sub-normal  .  21 

Blind  .  4 

Deaf  .  8 

Delicate .  1 

Orthopaedic .  1 


These  figures  represent  a  general  decrease  of  one  over  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics 

11  children  were  referred  for  Child  Guidance  investigation 
and  treatment. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  calls  made  on  the  Home  Help  Service  showed  no  signs 
of  diminishing.  Fortunately  it  has  proved  easier  to  recruit 
suitable  women  to  do  this  type  of  work  than  in  recent  years. 
The  value  of  Home  Help  Service,  particularly  in  home  confine¬ 
ments,  and  in  maintaining  the  elderly  in  their  own  homes  is 
undoubtedly  a  most  worthwhile  piece  of  social  welfare.  The 
service  rendered  by  individual  Home  Helps  to  the  elderly  people 
for  whom  they  are  originally  engaged  to  serve  very  frequently 
grows  into  much  more  than  such  a  relationship.  It  must  be 
appreciated  that  many  Home  Helps  ultimately  come  to  the  stage 
of  accepting  almost  intimate  responsibility  for  people  who  are 
getting  on  in  life.  Such  a  relationship,  I  feel,  is  to  be  encouraged 
when  one  reads  the  case  papers  of  the  very  many  people  on  our 
register.  In  1961  a  total  of  36,218  hours  service  was  authorised, 
equivalent  to  the  whole  time  use  of  20.5  Home  Helps.  The  Home 
Helps  are  still  working  here  on  a  part-time  basis,  the  average 
number  of  persons  being  employed  being  68. 


The  types  of  cases  which  have  been  granted 

assistance  can 

be  summarised  as  follows : — 

Cases 

1. 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ... 

.  37 

2. 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  — 

3. 

Chronic  Sick,  65  years  +  . 

.  138 

Chronic  Sick,  under  65  years . 

.  10 

4. 

Others  . 

.  3 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

It  is  part  of  the  general  purpose  Health  Visitors’  duty  to 
supervise  the  welfare  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  this  Division. 
231  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  during  the  year.  This  is 
a  substantial  decline  in  the  number  of  visits  made  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  and  probably  reflects  the  very  different 
type  of  treatment  now  being  given  to  the  Tuberculous  in  their 
own  homes.  The  important  difference  in  the  type  of  case  in 
which  we  have  to  deal  at  home  is  shown  by  the  smaller  propor¬ 
tion  of  oases  known  to  be  actively  infectious. 

On  the  preventative  side,  the  Chest  Physician  vaccinated 
13  contacts  of  known  cases.  Through  the  school  scheme,  840 
children  were  offered  Mantoux  tests,  544  agreed  to  be  tested, 
511  were  in  fact  tested,  and  only  154  gave  a  positive  reaction. 
Of  the  remainder  317  children  with  negative  reactions  were 
seen  and  were  vaccinated. 

Of  the  314  children  vaccinated  in  1960,  242  were  available 
for  Mantoux  testing  one  year  later.  215  of  these  children  were 
still  satisfactorily  converted  to  the  positive  state,  9  had  reverted 
to  the  negative  condition,  and  in  18  cases,  the  result  was  not 
ascertained.  The  9  cases  who  were  negative  were  all  offered 
re-vaccination  and  the  offer  was  accepted  in  all  cases. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  also  offered  to  students  over  the 
age  of  15  years.  9  such  students  were  tested,  6  were  positive, 
and  the  remaining  3  received  vaccination. 

The  County  Council’s  Scheme  for  providing  free  milk,  up 
to  2  pints  per  day  for  active  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  was  used  for 
the  benefit  of  12  patients  in  the  Division. 

(ii)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  usually  in  association 
with  Immunisation  against  Tetanus  and  Vaccination  against 
Whooping  Cough  by  means  of  Triple  Antigen,  is  constantly 
available  in  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  available  in  all  Doctors 
Surgeries,  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  Schools  at  routine 
School  Medical  Inspections,  to  any  child  whose  parent  wishes 
immunisation  to  be  carried  out.  Such  prevention  would  appear 
to  cover  the  needs  of  this  wide  Rural  Area  fairly  adequately, 
but  if  any  parent  has  difficulty  in  having  a  child  protected  in 
this  way  the  Divisional  Health  Office  will  only  be  too  glad  to  try 
to  assist  in  solving  the  difficulty. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  during  the  year  on  two 
occasions  there  were  real  fears  that  cases  of  Diphtheria  had 
once  again  shown  themselves.  The  preventative  medical  history 
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of  Diphtheria  is  a  striking  example  of  the  virtual  eradication 
of  the  disease  by  nationally  designed  plans  against  it.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  of  the  very  real  value  to  the  individual  of 
submitting  to  this  method  of  protection.  It  is  easy  to  make 
excuses  for  not  having  a  child  immunised  in  view  of  the  long 
period  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  district.  When  a  case  appears  it  is  usually  too 
late  to  take  steps  to  obtain  active  immunisation.  This  gives  all 
the  more  point  to  .the  advice  constantly  reiterated  to  have  a  child 
immunised  early  in  life  with  booster  doses  on  entry  to  School, 
and  on  reaching  the  age  of  8  years. 

The  statistics  with  regard  to  this  function  of  preventative 
medicine  in  this  area  are  summarised  as  follows : — 


Age  at  31-12-61 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-15 

Under  15 

i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Last  complete  coarse  of 
injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

1961 

1960-1957 

1956-1952 

1951-1947 

Total 

A.  1957-1961  . 

227 

2,209 

1,611 

1,163 

5,210 

B.  1956  or  earlier  . . . 

— 

— 

1,137 

2,620 

3,757 

The  amount  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  carried  out 
by  Practitioners  and  by  the  Department  during  1961  is  shown  in 
the  following  Table : — 

AGE  AT  FINAL  INJECTION 
Under  1  1-4  5-14  Total 

1.  Number  of  children  who  com¬ 
pleted  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (inc.  temporary 

residents)  .  248  889  179  811 

2.  Total  number  of  children  who 
were  given  a  secondary  or  re¬ 
inforcing  injection  (i.e.  sub¬ 
sequent  to  complete  full 

course)  .  —  7  387  394 

(iii)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus  has  been  made  more  widely 
available  usually  in  association  with  protection  against  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Whooping  Cough  in  this  Divisional  Health  Area. 
During  1961,  1,333  children  received  the  full  course  of  injections 
and  146  children  were  given  booster  doses. 

(iv)  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

Protection  against  Whooping  Cough  is  still  available  to 
children  up  to  the  age  of  4  years,  and  again  is  usually  given 
locally  in  association  with  protection  against  Diphtheria  and 
Tetanus.  In  1961,  648  children  in  this  age  group  received  injec¬ 
tions  against  the  disease,  bringing  the  total  number  of  children 
vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough,  since  the  scheme  started, 
to  4,519. 
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Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough  does  not  give  life  long 
protection  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the  36  notified  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  in  1961,  6  children  had  a  history  of  previous 
vaccination  against  the  disease,  but  the  important  thing  is  that 
this  method  of  preventative  innoculation  does  delay  the  age  at 
which  the  disease  occurs,  and  also  reduces  its  severity.  It  is  of 
course  in  the  very  young  child  that  Whooping  Cough  is  likely  to 
produce  its  most  serious  danger  to  health. 

(v)  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  available  from  Private 
Practitioners  and  at  all  Local  Authority  Clinics  in  the  area.  In 
1961  the  following  number  of  persons  received  protection  : — 

Agre  at  Date  of  Vaccination  Under  1  1  2  to  4  5  to  14  15  or  over  Total 

Number  Vaccinated  ...  134  137  13  20  12  316 

Number  Re-vaccinated  —  —  2  19  28  49 

These  figures  represent  approximately  17%  of  children  as 
having  been  vaccinated  against  Smallpox. 

(vi)  Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis 

The  scheme  for  vaccinating  persons  below  the  age  of  40 
against  Poliomyelitis  continues  as  a  routine  measure  in  all 
Doctors  Surgeries,  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  at  routine  school 
medical  inspections  in  Infant  Schools  throughout  the  area. 

We  continued  to  use  the  ‘  Salk  ’  type  of  vaccine  by  injection 
during  1961  to  the  following  extent: — 

1st  Dose  only  ... 

2nd  Dose  only  . . . 

3rd  Dose . 

4th  Dose . 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SOCIAL  WORK 

The  Mental  Health  field  was  widened  by  the  appointment 
of  Miss  Allison  to  the  post  of  Mental  Welfare  Officer  in  Divi¬ 
sion  No.  9.  Arrangements  were  also  made  for  Mrs.  Myers  from 
the  Goole  Division,  to  spend  2  days,  per  week,  in  this  Division, 
in  order  to  deal  with  all  the  cases  coming  to  our  notice.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  Mrs.  Myers  has  never  been  able  to  give  anything 
approaching  to  2  days  per  week  here  because  of  her  commit¬ 
ments  on  her  home  territory. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  one  more  whole-time  member 
of  the  staff  if  we  are  to  cope  with  the  work  presenting  itself  to 
the  Department  in  the  now  prevailing  conditions.  It  was  our 
intention  to  open  a  Psychiatric  Out-patients  Clinic  in  the  Tad- 
caster  Multiple  Clinic  in  association  with  the  staff  of  Naburn 
and  Bootham  Park  Hospitals.  Unfortunately  we  find  the  staff 
difficulties  there  are  too  great  to  allow  a  Psychiatrist  to  spend 
one  half  day,  monthly  or  fortnightly,  in  Tadcaster.  and  we  are 


170  ) 
1,247  ) 
1,517  ) 
2,967  ) 


Ai  end  of  vear. 
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therefore  faced  with  the  unfortunate  position  of  having  to  send 
patients  as  far  away  as  Selby  or  York  to  receive  the  necessary 
advice  and  guidance. 

Arrangements  for  opening  the  Training  Centre  in  Harrogate 
went  ahead,  and  it  is  understood  this  Centre  will  provide  for 
some  of  the  patients  from  the  Wetherby  and  Tadcaster  areas. 
The  Airedale  Centre  in  Castleford  is  already  undertaking  treat¬ 
ment  of  cases  from  this  Division  in  a  similar  way  in  that 
direction. 

We  have  been  wondering  very  seriously  whether  the  number 
of  known  cases  requiring  training  in  this  Division  are  not  now 
so  numerous  as  to  justify  the  erection  of  a  Training  Centre  in 
this  Division. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED 

A  number  of  different  agencies  exert  themselves  a  great 
deal  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  elderly.  The  District 
Councils  have  concentrated  on  building  suitable  dwellings  for 
old  people ;  the  voluntary  Committees  in  at  least  the  more 
populous  parishes  have  organised  hard  working  Committees  who 
look  after  such  things  as  day  by  day  supervision  and  visitation, 
periodic  Club  Meetings,  Chiropody  Sessions  under  the  scheme 
whereby  the  County  Council  reimburses  the  expenses,  and  so  on. 

Although  it  is  difficult  to  quote  comparable  figures  one’s 
impression  is  that  the  pressure  on  beds  in  Welfare  Homes  has 
been  substantially  reduced  in  this  area.  Certainly  the  amount 
of  Home  Help  Service  given  with  the  main  purpose  in  mind  of 
retaining  the  recipient  out  of  an  Institution  becomes  quite 
substantial. 

The  Chiropody  Service  is  the  one  Section  of  Old  Peoples 
Welfare  where  precise  figures  can  be  quoted.  In  1961,  441 
sessions  were  attended  by  756  patients  on  3,918  occasions. 
Additionally  105  patients  received  400  treatments  in  their  own 
homes. 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN 
THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Care  Committee  continued  to 
be  held  regularly  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  14  cases 
still  appearing  on  the  active  list  of  known  problem  families  in 
the  Division. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  RESIDENTIAL  ESTABLISHMENTS 

In  last  year’s  report  reference  was  made  to  the  additional 
Home  for  the  Elderly  in  course  of  preparation  in  Wighill  Lane, 
Tadcaster.  The  Home  was  not  opened  by  the  end  of  1961,  but 
preparations  had  gone  ahead  apace  and  the  opening  date  did  not 
appear  to  be  too  far  distant  when  the  year  closed. 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 

Council  Offices,  TADCASTER. 

To :  The  Rural  District  Council  of  Tadcaster. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is,  once  again  my  privilege  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1961,  and  in  this  preamble  I  give  a  few 
of  the  details  relating  to  the  Rural  District. 

Your  District,  which  is  the  seventh  largest  in  acreage  in 
the  County,  is  situated  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  County  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  The  boundaries  of  the  District 
are  contiguous  with  those  of  the  Cities  of  Leeds  and  York,  the 
Borough  of  Castleford,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Garforth  and 
Roth  well,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Wetherby,  Nidderdale, 
Derwent,  Selby  and  Osgoldcross. 

No  changes  in  the  boundaries  took  place  during  the  year, 
but  in  February  a  deputation  of  members  and  officers  of  your 
Council  visited  the  Boundary  Commission  in  London  to 
consider  with  the  Commission  the  proposals  submitted  by  the 
Corporations  of  Leeds,  York  and  Castleford. 

The  administrative  centre  of  the  District  is  at  Tadcaster. 
the  present  modern  offices  being  opened  in  1937.  The  District 
forms  part  of  the  Barkston  Ash  Parliamentary  Division,  with 
the  exception  of  the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Preston  and 
Swillington,  which  are  in  the  Normanton  Division. 

Your  District  has  previously  been  described  as  a  typically 
well-balanced  rural  unit  and  a  glance  at  Table  I  which  follows 
this  preamble  confirms  this.  Being  a  Rural  District,  agriculture 


27 


is  the  predominant  industry,  but  other  industries  are  also 
present.  As  is  well  known,  the  town  of  Tadcaster  has  an  old  but 
very  extensive  brewing  industry,  whose  products  are  widely 
known  throughout  a  large  area  of  the  country.  Part  of  the 
western  side  of  the  District  lies  within  the  Yorkshire  coalfield 
and  several  villages  are  almost  solely  engaged  in  the  mining  of 
coal.  There  are  other  industries  such  as  the  manufacture  of 
weighing  machines  and  gas  works  plant,  a  large  bacon  factory, 
and  a  large  paper  mill.  Other  large  establishments  come  under 
the  control  of  the  responsible  departments  of  the  Crown.  Light 
industry  is  now  being  attracted  to  a  former  aerodrome  site  at 
Sherburn-in-Elmet. 

The  highest  point  in  the  District  is  400ft.  o.d.  at  Thorner 
Lane,  Whinmoor,  and  the  lowest,  24ft.  o.d.,  is  near  Biggin.  Two 
major  trunk  roads,  A.l  (Great  North  Road),  on  which  extensive 
improvements  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  A.64  (Leeds- 
Tadcaster-York-Scarborough),  pass  through  the  Rural  District. 

t 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  department  will  be  found  in  the 
appended  report. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  Chairman,  Members  and  Officials  of  your 
Council. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  WITHEFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TABLE  1—1961 


The  Table  given  below  indicates  in  Parish  order  several  of 
the  main  details  relating  to  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
District,  as  follows  : — 


Houses 

No.  of  with 


Area 

Census 

Dwell 

piped 

Sewage 

Acres 

1951 

ingrs 

R.V. 

water  Disposal 

Aberford  . 

1,580 

710 

274 

9,218 

260 

Yes 

Acaster  Malbis  . 

1,874 

959 

68 

1,604 

63 

No 

Aeaster  Selby  . 

1,542 

75 

17 

238 

17 

No 

Appleton  Roebuck  . 

2,914 

403 

132 

2,140 

117 

Yes 

Askham  Bryan . 

2,005 

419 

133 

6,902 

127 

Yes 

Askham  Richard  . 

982 

213 

49 

1,680 

49 

No 

Austhorpe  . 

302 

314 

33 

723 

33 

Yes 

Barkston  Ash  . 

1,168 

234 

85 

1,912 

85 

Yes 

Barwick-in-Elmet  . 

4,780 

2,908 

1,161 

29,309 

1,149 

Yes 

Biggin  . 

718 

123 

27 

360 

20 

No 

Bilbrough  . 

1.447 

188 

67 

2,096 

62 

Yes 

Bishopthorpe  . 

705 

1.182 

456 

13,493 

454 

Yes 

Bolton  Percy  . 

2,334 

241 

7fi 

1,371 

75 

No 

Gatterton  . 

742 

44 

10 

174 

10 

No 

Colton  .  . 

1,208 

151 

45 

1,126 

41 

Yes 

Copinanthorpe  . 

1,658 

736 

387 

9,794 

385 

Yes 

East  Tadcaster . 

578 

2,018 

693 

14,426 

693 

Yes 

Great  and  Little  Preston  ... 

1,039 

1.197 

296 

9,715 

296 

Yes 

Grimston  . 

888 

47 

14 

546 

10 

No 

Healaugh  . 

2,771 

214 

76 

1,464 

76 

Part 

Huddleston-with- 

Newthorpe 

1,572 

108 

35 

1 ,703 

33 

No 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

1,977 

642 

220 

6,875 

219 

Yes 

Kirkby  Wharfe . 

1,239 

no 

32 

663 

30 

No 

Lead  . 

1,057 

34 

9 

141 

6 

No 

Little  Fenton  . 

781 

89 

22 

324 

22 

No 

Ledsham  . 

1,971 

236 

55 

4,712 

52 

Yes 

Ledston  . 

1,985 

412 

119 

13,682 

118 

Yes 

Lotherton-cum-Aberford  ... 

1,093 

302 

89 

1,395 

89 

Yes 

Micklefield  . 

1,777 

1 .693 

■625 

11,803 

625 

Yes 

Newton  Kyrae  . 

1,373 

158 

75 

13,444 

72 

Part 

Oxton  . 

660 

48 

12 

585 

10 

No 

Parlington  . 

1,773 

KG 

52 

653 

51 

Yes 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke 

2,707 

249 

88 

4,459 

82 

Part 

Saxton-cum-Searthingwell 

2,720 

299 

89 

1,674 

82 

Yes 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  . 

4,859 

2,686 

927 

29,638 

905 

Yes 

South  Milford  . 

3,100 

1,160 

380 

8,932 

353 

Yes 

Steeton  . 

1,142 

38 

15 

667 

13 

No 

Sturton  Grange . 

877 

88 

10 

212 

10 

No 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood  ... 

2,795 

483 

128 

2,809 

123 

Part 

Swillington .  . . 

2,585 

2,027 

858 

26,440 

857 

Yes 

Towton  . 

887 

134 

37 

700 

37 

Yes 

Ulleskelf  . 

1,322 

1,031 

232 

29,026 

223 

Yes 

West  Tadcaster . 

1,500 

2,384 

703 

41,228 

763 

Yes 

72,987 

26,951 

8,971 

310.056 

8.797 

Gas  and  Electricity 

Approx 

Hereditaments 

12.052 

98% 

822,1  OX 
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NEW  HOUSING  CONSTRUCTION,  1961 

In  Table  1  (Housing  Statistics),  given  below,  it  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  the  figure  of  new  houses  (237)  erected  by 
private  enterprise  was  the  highest  in  the  post-war  period,  whilst 
those  erected  by  the  Council  ( 12)  was  the  lowest  in  the  post-war 
period.  The  Table  also  includes  those  additional  dwellings 
provided  by  the  conversion  of  existing  houses  into  two  or  more 
units,  or  the  adaptation  of  buildings  not  previously  used  for 
housing  purposes.  The  Table  also  shows  the  new  houses  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  total  of  258  new 
dwellings  was  provided  as  compared  with  208  in  the  previous 
year.  The  private  development  is  mainly  in  the  parishes 
of  Barwick  -  in -Elmet,  Copmanthorpe,  Sherburn  -  in  -  Elmet, 
Swillington  and  East  and  West  Tadcaster. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  E.  D.  Tetlow,  the  Council’s  Housing 
Manager,  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of 
dwellings  controlled  by  the  Council  was  2,367  and  the  estimated 
number  of  applicants  for  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses  was  851. 


New  Houses 

New  Houses 
under 

Conversion* 

and 

Parish 

Completed 

Council  Private 

Construction 

Council  Private 

Adaptations 

Aberford . 

— 

1 

14 

— 

— 

Appleton)  Roebuck  ... 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

Askham  Bryan 

— 

4 

— 

1 

3 

Barkston  Ash . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Barwick-in- Elmet  . . . 

— 

56 

— 

87 

— 

Biggin  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bilbrough  . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Bishopthorpe  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bolton  Percy  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Catterton . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Copmanthorpe 

— 

52 

— 

7 

— 

East  Tadcaster 

— 

7 

— 

28 

— 

Great  &  Little  Preston 

6 

7 

— 

7 

— 

Healaugh . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

— 

3 

6 

3 

— 

Little  Fenton  . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Ledsham  . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

N  ewton  Kyme . 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Sherbura-in-Elmet  ... 

— 

33 

— 

15 

2 

South  Milford . 

Stutton-cum- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Hazlewood 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Swillington  . 

— 

55 

— 

32 

— 

Ulleskelf  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

West  Tadcaster 

— 

14 

— 

54 

2 

12 

237 

30 

258 

9 

30 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1936  TO  1957 


Table  2  (Housing  Statistics),  given  below,  indicates  the 
details  making  up  the  Council’s  five-year  programme  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  unfit  houses  throughout  the  District.  This  is  the 
programme  which  was  considered  by  the  special  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  in  October,  1954. 


Total 

Houses 


No.  in 

represented 

Original 

confirmed 

Already 

Remaining 

Total 

in  Post-War 

Survey 

orders  not 

dealt 

to  be 

to  be 

period  to 

Total 

re-housed 

with 

represented 

re-housed 

31-12-61 

Aberford 

65 

_ 

5 

60 

60 

37 

Acaster  Malbis 

7 

4 

1 

2 

6 

12 

Aca6ter  Selby 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Appleton  Roebuck 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Askham  Bryan 

15 

— 

2 

13 

13 

15 

Askham  Richard 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Austhorpe 

6 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

Barkston  Ash 

*21 

2 

13 

6 

8 

5 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

31 

— 

11 

20 

20 

21 

Biggin . 

♦7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

Bilbrough 

Bishopthorpe 

7 

14 

— 

1 

5 

6 

9 

6 

9 

13 

Bolton  Percy  .  . 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

Catterton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton . 

5 

— 

1 

4 

4 

1 

Copmanthorpe 

14 

— 

1 

13 

13 

14 

Ea6t  Tadcaster  . 

59 

— 

3 

56 

56 

59 

Grimston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Healaugh 

Huddleston-with- 

b 

— 

— 

6 

6 

6 

Newthorpe 

Great  and 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Little  Preston  .  . 

195 

84 

50 

61 

145 

196 

Kjrk  Fenton  .  . 

18 

7 

4 

7 

14 

24 

Kirkby  Wharfe  .  . 

Lead  . 

Little  Fenton  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

_ _ 

1 

1 

Ledsham 

13 

1 

— 

12 

13 

31 

Ledston 

Lotherton-cum- 

8 

— 

1 

7 

7 

5 

Aberford 

17 

1 

7 

9 

10 

19 

Micklefield 

21 

— 

— 

21 

21 

51 

Newton  Kyme 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oxton . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parlington 

Ryther-cum- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ozendyke 

Saxton-cum- 

8 

— 

— 

8 

8 

8 

Scarthingwell  .  . 

*16 

9 

7 

— 

9 

4 

Sherbura-in-Elmet 

*15 

3 

— 

12 

15 

17 

South  Milford  .  . 

11 

_ 

1 

10 

10 

38 

Steeton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sturton  Grange  .  . 
Stutton-cum- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hazlewood 

23 

— 

2 

21 

21 

22 

Swillington  . 

22 

— 

a 

11 

u 

38 

Towton 

3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Ulleskelf 

*13 

- - 

6 

7 

7 

2 

West  Tadcaster  .  . 

103 

— 

2 

101 

101 

91 

752 

114 

140 

499 

613 

748 

*  — This  figure  of  752  includes  houses  in  the  parishes  marked  with  an  asterisk  which  were  still  occupied 
but  where  Clearance  Orders  or  Demolition  Orders  had  been  made  prior  to  the  war. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  a  few  houses  to  be  surveyed  in  detail  with  a  view  to 
representations  being  made  to  the  Council. 
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Table  3  (Housing  Statistics),  given  below,  indicates  in 
parish  order  the  details  concerning  the  Representation  of 
Individual  Unfit  Houses  d\iring  the  year. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act. 
1957,  if  a  house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  is  not  capable 
of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost,  it  can  be  the  subject 
of  an  official  representation,  and  if  this  representation  is 
accepted  by  the  Council,  they  shall  serve  oni  the  owner  or  person 
having  control  of  the  house  what  is  known  as  a  “  time  and  place 
notice.”  'This  notice  gives  the  owner  the  opportunity  of 
appearing  before  the  appropriate  corrpnittee  of  the  Council  to 
state  his  case  regarding  the  future  of  the  house  in  question,  or. 
as  an  alternative,  he  may  submit  an  offer  in  writing  to 

(a)  have  the  house  repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Council 

(b)  change  the  user  of  the  house  from  domestic  to  some 
other  user  approved  by  the  Council 

(c)  give  an  undertaking  to  discontinue  the  rise  of  the  house 
for  human  habitation,  until  the  Council  are  satisfied 
that  it  has  been  rendered  fit  and  cancel  the  under¬ 
taking. 

If  no  offer  is  made  at  all  concerning  the  house,  the  Council 
are  required  to  make  a  Demolition  Order,  or  alternatively,  they 
may  make  a  Closing  Order. 

The  table  also  shows  the  total  number  of  houses  demolished 


during  the  year,  following  action  during  the  year  or  in  previous 
years. 

No.  of  Demolition  Cnder- 

Bepresen-  Orders  takings  Houses 

Parish 

tations 

Hade 

Accepted 

or  Closing 
Orders  made 

Demolished 

Aberford  . 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Askham  Bryan  . 

— 

— 

■ - 

1 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Bishopthorpe  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Bolton  Percy  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

East  Tadcaster  . 

9 

6 

1 

— 

Great  &  Little  Preston 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Ledsham  . 

4 

4 

— 

25 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

Stutton-cum- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hazlewood  ... 

6 

4 

-  . 

— 

West  Tadcaster . 

16 

13 

3 

3 

41 

28 

4 

51 

32 


PART  in— CLEARANCE  AREAS 


The  following  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year : — 

East  Tadcaster  (1)  5  Houses  (Re-represented) 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke  (2)  8  Houses 

South  Milford 

(Newthorpe)  (1)  21  Houses 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood  (2)  8  Houses  (Re-represented) 

South  Milford  (Lumby  Lane)  Clearance  Order,  1957 

The  Council's  application  for  confirmation  of  this  Clearance 
Order  was  withdrawn  as  improvements  to  the  9  houses 
concerned  had  commenced  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACTS,  1958-1959 

Discretionary  and  Standard  Improvement  Grants  and  Adapta¬ 
tion 

Under  the  above  Acts  the  Council  make  grants  towards 
the  cost  of  improving  existing  houses,  and  also  for  the  provision 
of  additional  houses  from  existing  units  of  accommodation,  i.e., 
making  one  house  into  two  or  more,  and  by  the  adaptation  of 
premises  not  previously  used  as  housing  accommodation. 

To  qualify  for  a  Discretionary  improvement  grant  the  work 
must  consist  of  providing  amenities  which  the  house  does  not 
already  possess,  i.e.,  bathroom,  water  closet,  electric  or  other 
form  of  artificial  light  (gas),  hot  water;  damp-proofing  of  walls 
and  floors ;  replacement  of  old  and  wasteful  types  of  solid  fuel 
cooking  appliances.  Any  necessary  repairs  to  the  house  must 
be  carried  out  (without  the  aid  of  grant)  at  the  same  time  as  the 
improvements  are  done,  so  that  when  all  the  work  is  completed 
the  house  is  modernised  to  last  for  at  least  another  twenty 
years. 

In  approved  cases  a  grant  of  up  to  50%  of  the  cost  of  the 
improvement  or  adaptation  works  may  be  made.  To  qualify  for 
a  grant  an  applicant  must  spend  a  minimum  of  £100  per  house, 
and  the  ceiling  figure  on  which  a  grant  may  be  paid  is  £800, 
i.e.,  the  grant  may  vary  from  £50  to  £400.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  Council  are  not  permitted  to  make  a  grant  towards  the 
cost  of  enlarging  a  house,  such  as  providing  an  additional  bed¬ 
room. 

The  Standard  Improvement  Grant  which  was  introduced  in 
1959  is  a  little  less  ambitious  than  the  Discretionary  grant,  and 
is  confined  to  five  specific  items  of  improvement  work,  each  of 
which  carries  a  fixed  amount  of  grant  or  half  the  cost  of  the 
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work  if  less.  The  items  are £ 

Water  Closet  within  or  contiguous  to  the  house  ...  40 

Fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  separate  room  .  25 

Wash  Basin .  5 

Hot  Water  supply  to  bath,  wash  basin  and  sink  ...  75 

Food  Store .  10 

£155 


An  owner,  or  lease-holder  with  a  lease  which  has  at  least 
15  years  to  run,  can  obtain  this  Standard  Grant  as  a  right, 
provided  that  the  house  will  be  reasonably  fit  to  live  in  for  15 
years  after  the  work  has  been  done  and  will  be  kept  as  a  house 
for  that  period. 

During  the  year  applications  in  respect  of  98  houses  were 
approved  and  81  houses  were  improved,  these  being  in  the 


following  parishes : — 

Aberford  .  1 

Acaster  Malbis  .  1 

Appleton  Roebuck  .  2 

Askham  Bryan  .  2 

Askham  Richard .  4 

Barkston  Ash  .  1 

Barwick-in-Elmet  .  4 

Bilbrough  .  1 

Bishopthorpe  .  1 

Bolton  Percy  .  1 

Catterton  .  2 

East  Tadcaster  .  7 

Great  and  Little  Preston  ...  2 

Kirk  Fenton .  2 

Lead  .  4 

Ledsham  . 14 

Ledston  . .  3 

Lot herton-cum-  Aberford  .  3 

Micklefield  ., .  7 

Parlington  .  2 

Ryther-cum-O'zendyke  .  1 

Saxton-cum-Scarthingwell .  1 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  .  4 

South  Milford  . 3 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood  .  3 

Swillington  .  1 

Towton  .  1 

Ulleskelf  .  1 

West  Tadcaster  .  2 

81 
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PRIVY  REPLACEMENTS 

The  number  of  privies  and  pail  closets  in  the  district  again 
continued  to  decline  steadily,  and  in  the  year  1961  the  number 
of  privies  and  pail  closets  replaced  by  water  closets  was  43. 
The  Council  have  again  made  provision  in  the  annual  estimates 
to  make  grants  available  for  this  work. 

The  work  of  privy  replacement  is  still  being  held  up  in 
some  parts  of  the  district  owing  to  inadequate  sewerage 
facilities,  and  owners  of  property  have  not  been  pressed  to 
carry  out  replacements  in  these  areas.  When  some  of  the  new 
sewerage  schemes  now  in  progress  are  completed  it  is  hoped  that 
substantial  progress  can  be  made  with  further  replacements. 

At  the  present  time  replacements  are  carried  out  in  three 
ways,  viz : — 

■  (a)  by  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  being 
required  under  the  terms  of  the  notice  to  pay  one-half 
of  the  cost  of  the  work  reasonably  incurred.  A  notice 
under  this  section  may  be  served  only  if  the  building 
has  a  sufficient  water  supply  and  sewer  available. 

(b)  by  owners  voluntarily  carrying  out  the  work,  in  which 
case  the  Council  make  a  grant  towards  the  cost.  At 
the  present  time  the  granf  is  £14  per  replacement. 

(c)  where  a  grant  is  available  as  part  of  improvements 
carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Acts,  1958  and  1959  (Dis¬ 
cretionary  and  Standard  Grants). 

The  following  list  in  parish  order  indicates  where  the 
replacements  were  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


Acaster  Malbis  .  1 

Appleton  Rbebuck  .  2 

Askham  Bryan  .  1 

Askham  Richard .  3 

Barkston  Ash  .  1 

Bolton  Percy  .  1 

Catterton  .  2 

Colton  .  1 

Kirk  Fenton .  2 

Lead  .  4 

Ledsham  .  6 

Ledston .  8 

Parlington  .  2 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke  .  1 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  .  1 

South  Milford  .  2 

Steeton  .  1 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood  .  3 

Ulleskelf  .  1 
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DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Table  I  shown  earlier  in  the  report  indicates  those  parishes 
which  are  provided  or  part  provided  with  sewerage  and  sewage 
facilities  but  at  the  present  time  only  those  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Askham  Bryan,  Barwick-in-Elmet,  Bilbrough,  Led- 
sham,  Ledston  Luck,  Micklefield.  Sherburn,  Swillington,  and 
Towton  can  be  regarded  as  being  up  to  modern  standards. 

In  certain  parts  of  the  District  drainage  facilities  are  made 
available  by  neighbouring  Authorities.  In  the  parish  of 
Newton  Kyme  37  houses  near  the  railway  level  crossing  are 
drained  to  the  Thorp  Arch  works  of  the  Wetherby  R.D.C.  and 
a  number  of  properties  at  Great  Preston  and  Swillington  are 
drained  into  the  sewers  of  the  Garforth  Urban  District  Council. 

Several  parts  of  the  District  still  have  sewers  and  disposal 
works  which  are  inadequate,  and  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  the  cause  for  complaints.  To  deal  with  these  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  conditions  several  new  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  consulting  engineers  and  your  own  Engineer  and 
Surveyor.  The  position  regarding  these  schemes  at  the  end  of 
the  year  is  described  as  follows : — 

Bishopthorpe  and  Copmanthorpe — one  major  scheme  to 
pump  the  sewage  into  the  York  Corporation’s  disposal  works 
at  Naburn.  The  work  commenced  in  August,  1958,  and  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  1961.  The  use  of  the  old  works  at  Copman- 
thorpe  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 

Tadcaster  and  Stutton — one  major  combined  scheme  to 
provide  new  works  and  certain  new  sewers  in  the  town  of 
Tadcaster  and  for  part  of  the  parish  of  Stutton  (Stutton  Village 
and  Stutton  Grove).  The  work  on  this  scheme  continued 
during  the  year  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  1962. 

Appleton  Roebuck,  Bolton  Percy  and  Ulleskelf — one  major 
combined  scheme  approved  in  principle  in  1955.  Instead  of  the 
separate  disposal  works  for  this  scheme  the  Council’s  consulting 
engineers  are  now  preparing  a  scheme  to  have  the  sewage  from 
these  three  villages  pumped  into  the  new  disposal  works  being 
constructed  in  Tadcaster. 

Also  the  sewage  from  Colton  is  to  come  in  with  this  scheme. 

Barkston  Ash,  Saxton  and  Church  Fenton— one  major 
combined  scheme  approved  in  principle  some  years  ago.  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  work  on  this  scheme  is  deferred  until 
substantial  progress  is  made  with  the  work  on  the  scheme 
mentioned  above. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  pump  the  sewage  from  these  three 
villages  to  an  enlarged  works  at  Sherburn-in-Elmet. 

Sherburn  and  South  Milford— a  joint  scheme  is  being  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  who  is  also  to 
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prepare  a  scheme  for  Askham  Richard.  The  preparation  of  a 
scheme  for  Healaugh  commenced  during  the  year.  Some  of  the 
smaller  remote  parishes  and  villages  still  lack  sewerage  facili¬ 
ties  but  the  possibility  or  likelihood  of  them  being  sewered  is 
very  remote. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Grouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

On  the  1st  April,  1960,  the  major  portion  of  the  CounciPs 
Water  Undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  Leeds  Corporation 
Waterworks  and  during  the  year  negotiations  continued  for 
the  transfer  of  the  remainder  to  the  York  Waterworks  Com¬ 
pany,  but  were  not  finalised  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SOURCES 

Bilbrough 

This  is  the  original  Tadcaster  supply  and  the  water  is 
derived  from  a  deep  bore-hole  about  four  miles  to  the  east  of 
the  town.  It  was  intended  that  when  the  Leeds  Corporation 
took  over  that  this  supply  would  only  be  used  as  a  stand-by, 
but  for  most  of  the  year  it  continued  to  supply  most  of  the  area 
it  originally  served.  It  is  now  understood  that  this  source  is 
likely  to  continue  until  the  Leedsi  Corporation  Waterworks 
scheme  for  the  abstraction  of  water  from  the  River  Derwent  is 
completed. 

The  Bilbrough  water  is  very  clear  but  being  from  a  bore¬ 
hole  it  is  rather  hard  in  its  raw  state.  When  in  use  and  before 
it  is  turned  into  the  mains  it  is  softened  to  give  a  figure  of 
hardness  of  6-8  deg.  The  water  is  also  chlorinated. 

Ten  samples  of  this  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  all  being  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Leeds  Corporation  Supply 

This  water  is  derived  from  the  Corporation’s  reservoirs  in 
the  Washburn  Valley  near  Blubberhouses,  and  also  from  the 
Leighton  reservoir  near  Masliam.  It  is  a  moorland  water  and, 
therefore,  is  very  soft  and  extremely  suitable  for  domestic  use. 
It  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the  Corporation.  In  its  raw 
state  it  is  slightly  acid  in  reaction  and  four  samples  taken  in 
the  Rural  District  were  examined  for  plumbo-solvency,  all  being 
negative. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  the 
faint  brown  tint  which  shows  in  the  water  during  very  wet 
weather.  This  tint  is  due  to  the  peat  in  the  gathering  grounds, 
and  it  cannot  be  removed  by  filtration. 
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During  the  year  nine  samples  of  this  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination;  seven  of  these  were  reported 
as  satisfactory  and  two  as  unsatisfactory.  All  the  samples  were 
taken  at  Ledston,  where  the  storage  tank  is  underground. 

This  water  can  be  supplied  to  the  following  parishes: — 

Aberford,  Austhorpe,  Barkston  Ash,  Barwick-in-Elmet, 
Bilbrough,  Catterton,  East  Tadcaster,  Great  and  Little  Preston, 
Grimston,  Kirk  Fenton,  Kirkby  Wharfe,  Huddleston-with- 
Newthorpe,  Lead,  Ledston,  Ledsham  (village),  Little  Fenton, 
Lotherton,  Micklefield,  Newton  Kyme,  Parlington,  Ryther, 
Saxton,  Sherburn-in-Elmet,  South  Milford,  Steeton,  Sturton 
Grange,  Stutton,  Swillington,  Towton.  Ulleskelf,  and  West 
Tadcaster. 

York  Waterworks  Company 

The  Company  derive  their  water  from  the  River  Ouse  at 
Clifton,  York.  It  is  purchased  in  bulk  by  your  Council  and 
distributed  to  the  following  parishes: — 

Acaster  Malbis,  Acaster  Selby,  Appleton  Roebuck,  Askham 
Bryan,  Askham  Richard,  Bolton  Percy,  Colton,  and  Copman- 
thorpe.  The  parish  of  Bishopthorpe  is  supplied  direct  by  the 
Company,  who  levy  their  own  water  rate  in  this  parish. 

It  is  possible,  when  necessary,  for  the  above  parishes,  with 
the  exception  of  Acaster  Malbis  and  Bishopthorpe,  to  be 
supplied  from  sources  now  controlled  by  the  Leeds  Corporation. 

The  York  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the  Company 
and  has  a  hardness  figure  of  11-14  deg.  Fourteen  samples  of 
this  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
eleven  being  reported  as  satisfactory  and  three  as  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  are  thought  to  be  due  to  some 
slight  contamination  gaining  access  to  the  storage  tank  at 
Askham  Richard. 

Selby  U.D.C. 

This  is  the  supply  provided  during  the  war  to  augment  the 
existing  arrangements,  mainly  for  the  Royal  Air  Force  Station 
at  Church  Fenton.  The  village  of  Biggin  is  supplied  from  this 
main  and  the  lower  portion  of  Sherburn  can  also  be  supplied 
from  this  source  when  required. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  Urban  District  Council’s 
borehole  at  Brayton  Barff,  and  the  supply  within  your  Council’s 
area  is  now  controlled  by  the  Leeds  Corporation. 

General 

At  the  end  of  the  year  just  over  98%  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  were  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Organisation 

The  present  fleet  of  vehicles  consists  of : — 

Two  ‘  S  &  D  ’  Pore  and  Aft  Tippers  (one  with  Diesel  Engine). 
Two  ‘  Karrier  ’  Dnal-Tip  Vehicles,  fitted  with  Diesel  Engines. 
Three  ‘  Dennis  ’  Side-Loading  Vehicles. 

One  ‘  Fordson  ’  Side-Loading  Vehicle,  retained  as  a  spare. 

The  district  is  divided  into  seven  areas,  these  being  as 
follows : — 

Part  Ainsty  (12  parishes 
or  part  parishes). 

Tadcaster,  including  part 
of  Ainsty  (8  parishes 
or  part  parishes). 

Barwick  (2  parishes  and 
1  part  parish) 

Aberford  and  Micklefield 

(5  parishes  and  1  part 
parish ) 

Sherbum  and  South  Mil¬ 
ford  (3  parishes) 


Church  Fenton  (12  par¬ 
ishes  or  part  parishes) 

Great  Preston  and  Swil- 
lington  (4  parishes) 

Collection  Period 

The  improvement  in  the  collection  service  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  particularly  with  the  introduction  of  the 
‘  Karrier  ’  vehicle,  which  has  given  substantial  help  in  areas 
adjoining  Micklefield  and  Aberford.  In  some  parts  of  the 
district  many  of  the  householders  receive  home  coal  and  the 
dustbins  are  emptied  each  week.  Elsewhere,  the  period  is 
usually  seven  to  nine  days,  but  this  may  be  extended  at  times 
due  to  absences  for  sickness  and  holidays.  Pail  closets  are 
emptied  weekly  and  ashpits  from  four  to  eight  weeks  whenever 
possible. 


One  ‘  Dennis  ’  7  cubic  yard  vehicle 
and  three  men. 

One  ‘  S  i&  D  ’  (Diesel)  18  cubic 
yard  Pore  and  Aft  Tipper  and  four 
men.  This  vehicle  is  engaged  solely 
on  the  emptying  of  dustbins. 

One  ‘  Dennis  ’  7  cubic  yard  vehicle 
and  three  men. 

One  ‘  Karrier  ’  Dual-Tip  18  cubic 
yard  vehicle  and  four  men. 

One  ‘  S  &  D  ’  (Petrol  Engine)  18 
cubic  yard  Pore  and  Aft  Tipper  and 
four  men.  This  vehicle  is  engaged 
solely  on  the  emptying  of  dustbins, 
and  it  also  collects  house  refuse 
from  the  married  quarters  at 
Church  Fenton  Aerodrome. 

One  ‘  Dennis  ’  7  cubic  yard  vehicle 
and  three  men. 

One  ‘  Karrier  ’  12  cubic  yard  vehicle 
and  three  men. 
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Disposal 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  various  tips  throughout 
the  district.  These  are  at  Barwick,  East  Tadcaster,  Micklefield, 
Scarthingwell,  and  Sherbum.  A  tip  at  East  Garforth  owned 
by  the  Garforth  U.D.C.  is  also  used  by  your  Council.  Plant  is 
hired  when  levelling  work,  etc.,  is  required  to  be  done  on  the 
tips.  No  serious  trouble  in  the  disposal  of  refuse  was  en¬ 
countered  during  the  year. 

Labour  Force 

The  full  labour  force  of  24  men  was  maintained  during  the 
year,  and  the  Joint  Industrial  Council’s  conditions  of  service, 
etc.,  are  still  in  operation. 


FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
MEAT  INSPECTION 
Sherburn  Bacon  Factory 

During  the  year  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  485 
visits  to  the  Factory,  and  34  hours  overtime  were  worked. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  pigs  killed, 
together  with  the  amount  of  meat  condemned: — 

Number  of  pigs  killed  .  66172 

Condemned  .  91  Whole  Carcases* 

64  Part  Carcases 
2270  Heads 
1914  Guts 
6119  Plucks 

*The  majority  of  these  carcases  are  those  of  the  pigs  which 
have  died  en  route  to  the'  Factory  or  died  in  the  pens,  and  the 
figure  rises  sharply  during  the  warmer  weather. 

The  total  number  of  pigs  killed  is  lower  than  in  1960,  being 
9,000  less. 

Private  Slaughterhouses 

During  the  year  876  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses 
and  shops  for  meat  inspection. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  animals  killed,  together 
with  the  estimated  weight  of  meat  condemned : — 

616  Bullocks. 

217  Heifers. 

17  Calves. 

■1302  Sheep. 

554  Pigs. 

Estimated  weight  condemned:  7|  cwts. 

Nine  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  during 
the  year. 

One  bovine  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  with  Cysticer- 
cus  Bovis  and  sent  away  for  deep-freeze  treatment. 

Two  emergency  slaughters  were  notified  and  the  carcases 
and  organs  of  two  sheep  inspected  and  passed  as  fit  for  food. 

General 

22  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
miscellaneous  foods,  and  the  following  were  condemned: — 

4  1  cwt.  Bags  of  Potatoes. 

1  141b.  Tin  of  Cooked  Ham. 

1  61b.  Tin  of  Ox  Tongue. 

58  Tins  of  Miscellaneous  Foods. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958 

Modernisation  work  on  four  of  the  private  slaughterhouses 
commenced  during  the  year,  but  it  became  evident  that  the 
appointed  date  (1/1/62)  was  too  early  for  the  work  required 
under  the  Construction  Regulations  to  be  completed,  and  that 
arrangements  would  have  to  be  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  period  to 
be  extended. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955-19&0 

I  give  below  some  details  of  the  various  premises  and  the 
work  in  connection  with  them  during  the  year : — 


Food  Premises 

No.  of  Grocers’  Shops .  98 

No.  of  Butchers’  Shops .  24 

No.  of  Other  Food  Shops  .  6 

Registered  Food  Premises 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream .  73 

Preparation  of  Sausages,  Pies,  etc.  ...  26 

Fried  Fish  Premises  .  10 

Retail  Milk  Sellers  (with  premises  in 
District)  .  11 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

Only  one  registered  premises  continued  to  manufacture  ice 
cream  during  the  year. 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

This  is  almost  confined  to  condemned  meat  which  is  dealt 
with  at  the  Sherburn  Bacon  Factory  By-products  Plant. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

I  give  below  a  list  of  items  of  work  carried  out  at  various 
food  premises  (including  licensed  premises)  following  informal 
requests  from  the  Department : — 

Cleaning  and  decoration  .  5 

Structural  repairs  and  improvements  .  4 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  with  Sink  or  Wash  Basin  ...  1 

New  Water  Closets  .  1 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

Abatement  of  Nuisances  and  Repairs  to  Dwellings,  etc. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  during  the  year  and 
complied  with.  Following  the  service  of  72  informal  notices, 
work  in  connection  with  63  of  these  notices  was  carried  out. 
These  included  such  items  as  roof  repairs ;  the  remedying  of 
dampness ;  repairs  to  floors,  gutters,  fall  pipes,  windows,  closets, 
fireplaces,  etc.,  the  cleansing  of  blocked  drains  and  private 
sewers ;  the  installation  of  sinks  and  internal  water  supplies ; 
the  provision  and  replacement  of  dustbins,  and  the  abolition  of 
ashpits. 

Disinfection,  etc. 

78  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above  and  seven 
houses  were  disinfested  for  vermin. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

One  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received 
during  the  year  and  this  was  granted. 

Rodent  Control 

This  service  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the 
employment  of  a  full-time  operative  was  maintained,  a  small 
amount  of  his  time  being  diverted  to  the  driving  of  refuse 
collecting  vehicles  in  the  absence  of  regular  drivers.  Altogether 
a  total  of  1,182  visits  were  made  bv  the  Rodent  Operative 
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and  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  530  treatments  were 
given  to  226  infestations,  mainly  on  refuse  tips,  sewage  disposal 
works  and  dykes,  sewerage  systems,  domestic  and  non-domestic 
premises  and  agricultural  and  horticultural  premises.  The 
methods  of  control  advocated  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
are  used,  and  the  Minister’si  area  officer  visited  various  infesta¬ 
tions  in  the  district  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  of  the  way 
the  work  was  carried  out. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

The  need  did  not  arise  during  the  year  for  the  Council  to 
carry  out  any  burials  under  the  above  Act. 

Emptying  of  Cesspools 

During  the  year  160  cesspools  were  emptied.  Modern 
machines  are  hired  from  neighbouring  authorities  and  the  work 
carried  out  in  an  expeditious  manner  without  giving  rise  to 
complaint.  A  charge  for  this  service  is  levied,  being  based  on 
rateable  value  for  domestic  premises,  but  for  non-domestic 
premises  the  actual  time  is  charged.  The  service  is  generally 
appreciated  by  occupiers  of  premises  not  served  by  any 
sewerage  system.  The  number  of  cesspools  required  to  be 
emptied  will  fall  when  the  Tadcaster  and  Bishopthorpe  sewer¬ 
age  schemes  are  completed. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health 


Inspectors). 

No.  on 

No.  of 

No.  of 
Written 

No.  of 
Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

78 

9 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

20 

7 

Total  ... 

99 

is 

1 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  he  reckoned  as  two.  three 
or  more  “  cases  ”). 


No. 

of  cases  in  which  defects  No.  of  cases 

were 

found 

in  which 

Prose- 

Referred 

cutions 

To.  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(D 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.B)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fective  . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  incl.  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  .. 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

o 

1 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


SECTION  110  SECTION  111 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers 
in 

Aug:,  list 
required 
by  Sect- 
tion  110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send¬ 
ing:  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of 

work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc., 
Cleaning  and 

Washing  ...  1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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